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Directors Message 

 

The Whitaker Institute in 2019 continued to provide an institutional framework for undertaking 

high quality research in business and social sciences and for the development of a vibrant 

research culture. Our research output continued to be significant ranging from peer-reviewed 

journal articles, books, book chapters, published reports, conference publications, conference 

contributions and policy briefs. 

 

As a major research institute committed to advancing public policy and business practice and to 

taking an active part in shaping Irelandôs future, the Whitaker Institute has an important role to 

play in gathering together policy makers, business leaders, researchers, students and members 

of the public to exchange knowledge and ideas. In that regard, I am delighted to note the 

tremendous success of several high-profile events organized by the Institute in 2019, as detailed 

in this annual report.  

 
T.K. Whitakerôs plan for economic development in the late 1950s transformed Ireland from a 

closed, stagnant economy to one of the most open, dynamic economies in the world. The threats 

and opportunities associated with issues such as climate change and Brexit require further 

transformations. Researchers at the Whitaker Institute, working in multidisciplinary research 

clusters, have been busy producing research in these areas. We are committed to doing more.  

 

The Institute continued to play a critical role at NUI Galway in helping researchers in the business 

disciplines and social sciences to identify and apply for external research funding. This report 

outlines the strong performance of Whitaker members during 2019 in securing national and 

international research funding. 

 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to my colleagues on the 

Instituteôs Executive Management Team (Elaine Wallace, Angela Sice and Courtney Yanta) for 

their dedication and hard work during the year. 

 

Prof. Alan Ahearne 

Director
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Scholarly Outputs 

 
Table 1: 
2019 Whitaker Institute Publication Counts derived from NUI Galwayôs Institutional Research 
Information System (report run 30/01/20) 
 

Publication Type Count for 2019 

Book 10 

Book Chapter 56 

Conference Contribution 106 

Conference Publication 58 

Edited Book 8 

Other Journal 3 

Other Publication 76 

Peer Reviewed 280 

Published Report 31 

Grand total 628 
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Media Coverage / Selected News Items 

2019 Monsignor de Brún Memorial Lecture 

 

 
Philip Lane, Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland 

The 2019 Monsignor Pádraig de Brún Memorial Lecture, entitled Climate Change and the Irish 
Financial System, addressed the implications of climate change for the Irish financial system. 
Delivered by Governor of the Central Bank, Philip Lane, the lecture emphasized all sectors will 
be affected by climate change, whether through exposure to weather-related shocks or the 
economy-wide transition to low-carbon means of production and consumption. These structural 
changes will require considerable investment by households, firms and the government to retrofit 
buildings and switch to low-carbon production techniques and transportation methods. 
 
The biennial public lecture is held in honour of Monsignor de Brún who served as University 
President from 1945 until 1959. The memorial lectures have been running since the 1960ôs with 
Professor Stephen Hawking giving a lecture in 1994 on ñLife in the Universeò. 
 
To read more about the event, see press reaction and listen back to Governor Lane's lecture, 
click here. 

http://whitakerinstitute.ie/2019-monsignor-de-brun-lecture-by-philip-lane-governor-central-bank-of-ireland/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Whitaker%20Institute%20Newsletter%2021&utm_content=Whitaker%20Institute%20Newsletter%2021+CID_ffa851d36e95ea82ab5622d0742c02ee&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=here
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Whitaker Research Day 2019 

 
Professor John McHale, Dean of the College of Business, Public Policy and Law; Professor Martina Lawless, Economic 

and Social Research Institute (ESRI); Professor Alan Ahearne, Director of the Whitaker Institute 

The Whitaker Institute held its fourth annual Whitaker Research Day on 10 April 2019. More than 
70 staff and students registered for the event which took place in the Hardiman Research Building 
at NUI Galway. The theme of the day was Brexit with three panels discussing different affects 
Brexit could have on Ireland. 
 
A highlight of the day was the plenary session by Professor Martina Lawless, Associate Research 
Professor at the ESRI. Professor Lawless highlighted how Irish households and business are 
heavily reliant on trade with the UK and outlined the effects of  Brexit on such trade. The day also 
featured poster presentations from across the Institute, with 20 posters from 11 research clusters. 
Maeve McArdle (Applied Systems Thinking) won the prize for best PhD poster entitled 
óBehavioural change for a circular economy.ô Second place went to Aoife Ni Fhlatharta 
(Environment, Development and Sustainability) for her poster entitled óEnsuring Rural 
Sustainability? The Necessity for Positive Discrimination Towards Female Entrepreneurs in the 
Ruralô. 
 
For more information on the day, and to view Prof Martina Lawlessô slides, click here. 

http://whitakerinstitute.ie/whitaker-research-day-2019/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Whitaker%20Institute%20Newsletter%2022&utm_content=Whitaker%20Institute%20Newsletter%2022+CID_a56ff6e8de97336ce20f8666270366e2&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Read%20more
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Whitakerôs Ideas Forum 

The year brought another successful round of the weekly Whitaker Ideas 
Forum, which saw seventeen speakers from eleven different research 
clusters. There was a wide range of topics discussed including effects of 
flood risks on the Irish Housing market, domestic violence and businesses 
in the global south and diasporic links and on-going transnational 
relationships in migration and return. Each seminar was followed by a 
dialogue between the presenter and attendees, whereby the audience was 
encouraged to ask questions and engage in dialogue. 

 

New Seminar Series: How to Publish in Top Academic Journals 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Whitaker Institute and the JE Cairnes School of Business and Economics were delighted to 
host a new seminar series entitled: How to Publish in Top Academic Journals. Each seminar 
featured a senior editor from a highly-ranked Business/ Economics academic journal, with a 
chaired discussion and Q&A session following the presentation. Refreshments were provided 
after each seminar which helped to facilitate networking and informal discussion. In the first three 
seminars, we were pleased to welcome Professor Chris Chapman, University of Bristol; Professor 
Becky Reuber, University of Toronto, and Dr Catherine Welch, University of Sydney Business 
School. In the fourth seminar, our own members Professor Kieran Conboy and Professor Esther 
Tippmann provided expert advice on how researchers can move from data gathering and 
analysis, to planning journal publications, along with overcoming key challenges in the journal 
publication process. For more information and to view upcoming seminars in this series, click 
here. 
 

http://whitakerinstitute.ie/events/category/all-events/how-to-publish-in-top-academic-journals-series/
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Celebrating 10 years of Marine Economics and Policy Research at NUI 
Galway 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 10th Annual Marine Economics and Policy Research Symposium was held on Thursday and 
Friday the 28th and 29th of November at the Marine Institute in Oranmore. Organised each year 
by the Socio-Economic Marine Research Unit (SEMRU) of the Whitaker Institute, NUI Galway, 
with the support of the Marine Institute, the one and a half day event provides an update on a 
wide range of policy topics related to the marine sector in Ireland and further afield. 

Top: Dr Paul Connolly, CEO, Marine Institute, Dr Stephen Hynes, director of SEMRU, NUI 
Galway and Prof Ciarán Ó hÓgartaigh, President of NUI Galway at the opening of the 10th 

Annual Marine Economics and Policy Research Symposium held in the Marine Institute, 
Oranmore. 

Bottom: Speakers and chairpersons from day one of the 10th Annual Marine Economics and 
Policy Research Symposium held in the Marine Institute, Oranmore. 
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To mark the 10th year of the event, the symposium showcased the international linkages that 
have been established between SEMRU and partner institutes across a number of EU projects 
such as ATLAS, MOSES, MERCES, SOPHIE and ALICE. Speakers included academics and 
marine policy makers. It was a packed agenda with 19 speakers across the two days. International 
speakers included Prof Nick Hanley, University of Glasgow, Dr Adriana Ressurreição, Centre of 
Marine Sciences, Faro, Portugal and Dr Rolf Groeneveld of Wageningen University, the 
Netherlands. Read more about the event here. 

Policy Briefs 

 
This year saw continued success with Whitakerôs popular Policy Brief Series. The briefs, provide 

succinct yet informative analyses on some of Irelandôs current public policy issues reflecting a 

variety of research topics being conducted by Institute-affiliated members. 2019 saw the launch 

of ten new policy briefs, to bring the total in the series to fifty-four. Topics ranged from Extended 

Working Life Policies, Blue Care, Implementing Whistleblowing Systems in addition to many 

others. To read published briefs or to sign up to receive new policy briefs click here.  

Whistleblowing: Toward a New Theory ï Book Launch 

 
 
On 4 April a book launch was held for óWhistleblowing: Toward a New Theoryô the latest book 
from Professor Kate Kenny (Work, Organizations and Society cluster).  An introduction to the 
book is provided by Dr Tom Clonan and Professor Ricca Edmondson. The financial industry, rife 
with scandals, is the focus of Professor Kate Kennyôs penetrating global study. Introducing 

http://whitakerinstitute.ie/celebrating-10-years-of-marine-economics-and-policy-research-at-nui-galway/
http://whitakerinstitute.ie/read/policy-briefs/
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whistleblowers from the United States, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, and Ireland working at 
companies like Wachovia, Halifax Bank of Scotland, and CountrywideïBank of 
America, Whistleblowing suggests practices that would make it less perilous to hold the powerful 
to account and would leave us all better off. 

 

Valuing Marine Ecosystems 

 

Scientific Director of the Whitaker Institute, Stephen Hynes, co-

authored a new report on óValuing Marine Ecosystemsô in the 

European Marine Board. Click here to download the report.  

 
 
 

Launch of Irelandôs Ocean Economy Report 

 
Minister for agriculture, food and marine Michael Creed TD discusses the SEMRU Report on Irelandôs Ocean Economy 

Report with co-author Dr Stephen Hynes, SEMRU, NUIG. 

The Whitaker Institute's Socio-Economic Marine Research Unit (SEMRU) cluster released its 
latest update on the performance of Irelandôs Ocean Economy. 

Coinciding with the Our Ocean Wealth Summit and the Governmentôs Annual Review of its 
Integrated Marine Plan ï Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth, the report presents a complete and 
comparable profile across thirteen marine related industries in Ireland. 

http://www.marineboard.eu/sites/marineboard.eu/files/public/publication/EMB_FSB5_Valmare_Web_0.pdf
http://whitakerinstitute.ie/research-cluster/semru/
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The latest figures were announced by Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine, Michael Creed, 
TD at the Annual Ocean Wealth Summit in Cork on 10 June. The 2019 Summit saw national and 
global leaders discussing the health of our oceans. This included senior Government and UN 
representatives from island states sharing experiences on oceansô health and climate change. 

Read more and download the report here 

 

New Report on Strengthening Disaster Resilience by Tom McDermott 

 

SEMRU member, Dr Tom McDermott, has co-authored a new report for the 
Asian Development Bank. The chapter, entitled óStrengthening Disaster 
Resilienceô, is the thematic chapter in the annual Asian Development 
Outlook report for 2019. 

 
 
 
 

The European Union and the Northern Ireland Peace Process in the 
shadow of Brexit 

In February the Whitaker Institute launched a new report, written 
by Giada Lagana, Niall Ó Dochartaigh and Anita Naughton 
entitled óThe European Union and the Northern Ireland Peace 
Process in the shadow of Brexitô. The report highlights the 
substantial and deeply-rooted character of European support for 
the search for a political solution in Northern Ireland.  It is based 
on a symposium at the National University of Ireland Galway in 
April 2018 that bought together several of the architects of the 
European Union peace programmes in Northern Ireland for the 
first time in twenty years, to reflect on the role the EU played in 
the peace process. The report looks back at the EU role and 
discusses the challenges posed by Brexit twenty years after the 
signing of the Good Friday Agreement, at a time when EU 
involvement in the peace process and cross-border relations in 
Ireland are at the centre of public debates.  
 
 

https://whitakerinstitutemastermailinglist.createsend1.com/t/j-l-mtijkn-l-iy/
http://whitakerinstitute.ie/research-cluster/semru/
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2019-strengthening-disaster-resilience
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-development-outlook-2019-strengthening-disaster-resilience
http://whitakerinstitute.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/EU-and-NI-Peace-Process-in-shadow-of-Brexit-Niall-O-Dochartaigh.pdf
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Violence, Space and the Archives Conference 

The Conflict, Humanitarianism and Security Research 
Cluster co-organised a conference on Violence, Space 
and the Archives in NUI Galway on 23-24 May 2019 with 
almost thirty speakers from across Europe and North 
America. The event brought together archivists, political 
scientists, sociologists, historians, geographers, human 
rights scholars and others to explore key themes at the 
intersection between violence, space and the archive 
including: archiving in times of conflict; conflict and digital 
archives; the silence of the archive; collective memory and 
resistance. 

Among the highlights were keynotes by Patricia Sleeman 
(UNHCR digital archivist) on Archives in a time of 
chaos and by Prof Patrick Joyce (author of The State of 
Freedom) on The Politics of Forgetting. The conference 
included a symposium with Prof Brendan OôLeary- joining 

by video-link from Philadelphia- Margaret OôCallaghan (QUB) Mary Harris (NUIG) and Niall č 
Dochartaigh on OôLearyôs new 3 volume óA Treatise on Northern Irelandô published by OUP in 
April 2019. Other speakers included Breand§n MacSuibhne (author of ôEnd of Outrageô) and 
Deborah Kaple (author of óGulag Boss: A Soviet Memoir). Read more here. 

Dr Lorraine Morgan and Dr Su-Ming Khoo win Presidentôs Award for 
Research Excellence 

 

 
Congratulations to Whitaker Institute members Dr Lorraine Morgan, cluster leader of Agile and 
Open Innovation, and Dr Su-Ming Khoo, cluster leader of Environment, Development and 
Sustainability who both received awards at the 2019 Research & Innovation Symposium and 
President's Award for Research Excellence. Dr Lorraine Morgan earned one of the Early Stage 

Dr Lorraine Morgan and Dr Su-Ming Khoo with President Ciarán O hÓgartaigh 

 

Co-organiser Gary Hussey presents his 
paper in a panel chaired by Prof Miguel 
Centeno at the Violence Space and the 
Archives Conference, NUI Galway, May 

2019 

 

http://whitakerinstitute.ie/violence-space-and-the-archives-conference/
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Research Award while Dr Su-Ming Khoo was one of the recipients of the Research Supervisor 
Award while.  Read more about it here. 
 

InterTradeIreland All-Island Innovation Program 

 
The Whitaker Institute was 
delighted to host three 
events as part of the 
InterTradeIreland All-Island 
Innovation Programme. In 
January, we welcomed Joe 
Haslam, Executive Director 
of Owners Scaleup 
Program at IE University, 
who delivered a lecture and 
masterclass on growth 
through innovation. In 
June, Whitaker hosted a 

panel event on óScaling a Tech Business: Lessons Learnedô at the Galway Technology Centre. 
Chaired by Dr Majella Giblin of the Whitaker Institute, panellists on the day included Paul 
McElvaney, CEO of LearningPool; John Brosnan, CEO of Netfort; and Mary Ryan, Assistant 
Director at Westbic. Finally, in October Prof Nuran Acur from the University of Glasgow hosted a 
lecture and masterclass which explored the role of open innovation in SMEs. 

Call to Revisit Tax Relief on Pensions in Ireland 

Whitaker Institute member Dr Emer Mulligan 
of the Performance Management research 
cluster has co-authored a new report on the 
Pensions System in Ireland titled 'Pensions 
in Ireland: The Perspectives of Irish Citizens 
and Implications for the Irish Pension System 
and Reforms.' 

The report was launched by Deputy Kate 
OôConnell, Fine Gael TD, concludes that the 
Irish Pension System is not fit for purpose, 
calls for revisiting the tax relief provisions on 
pensions, and suggests policymakers need to 
begin to listen to what citizens want with 
respect to pensions. Download the report 
here. 

 

Dr Emer Mulligan and Deputy Kate OôConnell, Fine Gael 
TD. 

http://whitakerinstitute.ie/dr-su-ming-khoo-and-dr-lorraine-morgan-win-presidents-award-for-research-excellent/
http://www.nuigalway.ie/media/schoolofbusinessandeconomics/files/Fairtax-Epublication-updated-20-05.pdf

